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✓The structure of CE.

✓Why CE Matters in Veterinary Medicine.

✓The Scale of the Challenge: Keeping Pace with Innovation

✓Various CE protocols. 

✓Emerging trends in CE that could shape its future. 

This PPT will explore 
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❑Continuous Education (CE) in veterinary medicine is a 

cornerstone of professional development, ensuring that 

veterinarians and veterinary technicians remain 

competent, ethical, and up-to-date in a rapidly evolving 

field. 

❑CE is not just a regulatory requirement but a vital 

mechanism for advancing animal welfare, public health, 

and scientific innovation.

Continuing education in veterinary medicine
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Why Continuous Education Matters 
in Veterinary Medicine?

Rapid Evolution
Veterinary medicine evolves 
constantly with new diseases, 
breakthrough treatments, and 
cutting-edge technologies emerging 
regularly, requiring professionals to 
stay current.

Professional Standards
Regulatory bodies mandate 
ongoing CE to maintain licensure, 
ensuring all practitioners meet 
rigorous professional standards 
for patient safety.

Better Outcomes
CE ensures veterinary teams maintain innovative 
knowledge and skills, directly translating to improve 
patient outcomes and enhanced animal welfare.
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The Scale of the Challenge: Keeping Pace with Innovation
The veterinary profession faces exceptional demands for 

lifelong learning as advances in diagnostics, therapeutics, 

and practice management reshape modern care delivery.

Advanced Diagnostics
From genetic testing to digital imaging, new 
diagnostic tools require specialised training and 
continuous skill development.

Telemedicine & AI
Remote consultations and AI-powered diagnostics are 
now integral to modern veterinary practice, 
demanding new competencies.

Risk of Obsolescence
Without CE, professionals risk using outdated practices 

that compromise animal welfare and erode client trust.
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•Enhanced Patient Outcomes: CE equips veterinarians 
with the latest evidence-based protocols, such as updated 
vaccination strategies or minimally invasive surgical 
techniques, directly improving animal health and reducing 
mortality rates.
•Public Health and Safety: Veterinarians often serve as 
frontline defenders against zoonotic diseases (e.g., rabies or 
avian influenza). CE ensures they are trained in biosecurity, 
epidemiology, and One Health approaches, safeguarding 
both animal and human populations.

Key benefits of CE include:
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•Ethical and Legal Compliance: Training covers topics like animal 

welfare laws, euthanasia protocols, and professional ethics, helping 

practitioners navigate complex scenarios and avoid malpractice.

•Professional Growth and Specialization: CE fosters specialization in 

areas like oncology, exotic animal care, or equine surgery, while also 

promoting soft skills such as client communication and practice 

management.

•Economic Impact: Well-trained veterinarians contribute to efficient 

practices, reducing costs from errors and enhancing service quality, 

which can boost clinic revenues and industry standards.

Key benefits of CE include:
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•United States (AVMA and State Boards): CE is mandated by state 

veterinary boards, typically requiring 20–40 hours every 1–2 years. 

Protocols emphasize a mix of formats: live seminars (e.g., AVMA Annual 

Convention), online webinars, and hands-on workshops. Specialized 

tracks include small animal, large animal, or public health. For instance, 

the AVMA's Model Veterinary Practice Act outlines guidelines for 

accreditation, ensuring CE credits are from approved providers like 

universities or professional associations.

Regional and Organizational Protocols
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•United Kingdom (RCVS): The RCVS mandates 35 hours of CE 

per year for veterinarians, with a focus on reflective practice. 

Protocols include the Professional Development Phase (PDP) for 

new graduates, involving mentorship and case logging. 

•Training often incorporates e-learning platforms and emphasizes 

welfare-centric topics like pain management in companion 

animals.

Regional and Organizational Protocols
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•European Union (Federation of Veterinarians of Europe - FVE): Protocols 

align with EU directives, requiring varying hours (e.g., 100 hours over 5 

years in some countries). Emphasis is on harmonized standards, with 

programs like VetCEE accrediting cross-border courses. Specialized 

protocols exist for food animal veterinarians, including residue avoidance in 

meat production.

•Australia and New Zealand (Australian Veterinary Association - AVA): 

CE requires 60 points over 3 years, with protocols blending online modules, 

conferences, and practical training. Unique focuses include wildlife 

conservation and biosecurity for endemic diseases.

Regional and Organizational Protocols
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•Traditional In-Person Training: Workshops and conferences (e.g., World 

Veterinary Congress) offer interactive sessions on surgical techniques or 

diagnostic imaging.

•Online and Digital Platforms: Protocols via platforms like VetFolio or 

Coursera provide flexible, on-demand courses with quizzes and certifications. 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, this format surged, with protocols adapting 

to include virtual reality simulations for procedures.

Types of CE Delivery Protocols
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•Hands-On and Mentorship Programs: Protocols for advanced 

training, such as residencies or internships, involve supervised clinical 

rotations, often required for board certification (e.g., American Board of 

Veterinary Specialties).

•Self-Directed Learning: Some protocols allow veterinarians to design 

personalized plans, tracking progress through apps or portfolios, with 

audits to ensure compliance.

❖ These protocols are enforced through tracking systems (e.g., RACE- 

“Registry of Approved Continuing Education” approved credits in the US), with 

penalties for non-compliance ranging from fines to license 

suspension.

Types of CE Delivery Protocols
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Leading Providers and Platforms for 
Veterinary CE

1

AVMA Axon®
Available 24/7 with on-demand courses featuring practical "Axon 
Actions" that enable immediate application of learning to real-world 
clinical scenarios.

2IDEXX Learning Centre
Over 1,000 free courses and webinars, including RACE-approved 
credits covering diagnostics, practice management, and emerging 
clinical topics.

3Clinician's Brief
Expert-led webinars addressing trending clinical topics, including 
endocrinology, dermatology, and emergency medicine, with practical 
insights.

4Vet Vacation CE
Unique in-person and virtual CE opportunities in inspiring locations 
worldwide, blending professional learning with enriching 
experiences.
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Regulatory and Licensing Requirements: 
The Backbone of CE

01

Mandatory Annual Hours
State boards like Texas require 
specific annual CE hours with 
strict documentation and 
verification processes to maintain 
licensure.

02

Quality Standards
CE credits must be relevant, 
verifiable, and often include 
interactive components to ensure 
meaningful learning and skill 
development.

03

RACE (Registry of Approved Continuing Education) Accreditation
The Registry of Approved Continuing Education ensures uniform 
quality standards across CE providers nationwide, protecting 
professional integrity.

These regulatory frameworks ensure that all practising veterinarians 
maintain the highest standards of competence, protecting both 
animal welfare and public trust in the profession.
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Diverse Learning Formats to Fit Busy Veterinary 
Professionals
Modern veterinary CE offers flexible options designed to accommodate demanding schedules
 whilst maintaining rigorous educational standards.

On-Demand Online Courses
Access comprehensive learning modules anytime, 
anywhere—perfect for professionals balancing clinical 
duties with continuing education requirements.

Live Interactive Webinars
Real-time engagement with experts and peers through 
Q&A sessions, case discussions, and collaborative 
problem-solving activities.

Certificate Programmes
Deep-dive specialised training in wellbeing, diversity, 
emergency response, and leadership—building 
expertise in critical areas.

Self-Study Options
Independent learning supported by comprehensive 
documentation for license renewal, offering maximum 
flexibility for busy practitioners.
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Real-World Impact: Transforming Knowledge into Practice

Immediate Implementation
AVMA Axon® "Axon Actions" enable 

veterinarians to implement new 

protocols immediately after learning, 

directly improving patient care and 

clinical outcomes.

Workplace Wellbeing
Wellbeing certificate programmes 
empower entire teams to foster 
healthier, more productive 
environments, reducing burnout and 
improving retention.

Emergency Preparedness
Veterinary First Responder 
programmes equip professionals with 
skills to handle natural disasters and 
emergencies effectively, saving 
countless lives.

The transformative power of CE: Continuing education doesn't just update knowledge—it fundamentally 
changes how veterinary professionals approach patient care, team dynamics, and community service.
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Success Stories: Veterinary Professionals Leading Change

Dr. Elizabeth Rozanski
Her expert webinars on endocrine 
emergencies have equipped 
thousands of veterinarians to 
confidently manage complex, 
time-sensitive cases with 
improved patient outcomes.

IDEXX Global Impact
Free CE resources enable 
worldwide access to cutting-edge 
veterinary knowledge, 
dramatically reducing disparities 
in care quality across different 
regions and communities.

Vet Vacation CE Innovation
Immersive learning experiences in 
inspiring locations significantly 
boost engagement, knowledge 
retention, and practical 
application of new clinical skills.

These success stories demonstrate how innovative CE approaches can transform professional 
development, making learning more accessible, engaging, and immediately applicable to clinical 
practice.
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The Future of Veterinary CE: Innovation and Integration

AI & Virtual Reality
Immersive training simulations using cutting-edge 
technology for risk-free practice of complex procedures 
and emergency scenarios.

Interdisciplinary Focus
Growing emphasis on One Health, diversity, equity, 
leadership, and professional wellbeing—preparing 
vets for modern challenges.

Global Digital Access
Digital platforms breaking geographic barriers, 
democratising access to world-class veterinary 
education across continents.

The future of veterinary CE promises unprecedented opportunities for professional 
growth, with technology enabling more personalised, engaging, and effective 
learning experiences than ever before.
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Thank You
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